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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EWING). Pursuant to clause 5 of rule |
the Chair redesignates the time for fur-
ther proceedings on the two questions
postponed earlier today to a time later
today.

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT DE-
PENDENTS ASSISTANCE ACT OF
1996

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of the Sen-
ate bill (S. 2101) to provide educational
assistance to the dependents of Federal
law enforcement officials who are
Killed or disabled in the performance of
their duties, and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
any objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, reserving the right to object,
and | shall not object, will the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. McCoLLuM]
explain the purpose of the request?

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentlewoman yield?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. | yield
to the gentleman from Florida.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, this
bill provides educational assistance to
spouses and children of officers who
have been Kkilled or disabled in the line
of duty; that is law enforcement offi-
cers.

This legislation is an attempt to give
some measure of comfort to Federal
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law enforcement officers so they can
know that if they are killed while in
the line of duty they will not have
failed in the duty to their family.

This legislation is limited to any
child under the age of 27, and depend-
ents can only receive educational bene-
fits for up to 45 months. The process
under this bill is simple. A dependent
submits an application to the Attorney
General and, subject to regulations
promulgated by the Attorney General,
a dependent is notified whether or not
he or she is eligible.

Many States already provide these
benefits to law enforcement officers,
and this bill extends the same protec-
tions to Federal law enforcement offi-
cers and their families.

That is the entire essence of it, and |
do not think it is controversial in any
way.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | thank the gentleman for his
explanation and | recognize that this
supports our Federal agents who have
died in the line of duty, and that this
protects their family and gives them
additional opportunity for education.

Mr. STUDDS. Mr. Speaker, 4 years ago, on
August 21, 1992, Deputy United States Mar-
shal William F. Degan lost his life in the per-
formance of his duty during the violent con-
frontation at Ruby Ridge, ID, between Federal
marshals and white separatist Randy Weaver.

While many intervening tragedies have
since captured the public’'s attentions, Bill is
well remembered in his hometown of Quincy,
Massachusetts, as a patriot who responded to
the call of duty, and a husband and father de-
voted to the family he left behind.

It is in recognition of his supreme sacrifice
that | joined with Senator SPECTER and Con-
gressman Fox in introducing this important
bill, which will provide educational assistance
to the dependents of Federal law enforcement
officials who are killed or disabled in the per-
formance of their duties.

Years ago, the Congress established an
educational assistance program for the survi-
vors and dependents of members of the
armed forces who are killed or disabled in the
line of duty. Surely the brave men and women
who put their lives on the line to ensure our
domestic tranquility deserve no less.

This legislation will ensure that Bill Degan’s
sons, William Jr. and Brian, and others in their
situation, are able to afford the kind of edu-
cation their parents would have wanted them
to have. It will be a fitting tribute to a man who
did so much to make our country a better and
safer place in which to live.

Mr. Speaker, thanks are in order to many
people who have made it possible for this bill
to reach the floor: to the chairman and ranking
member of the committee and the subcommit-
tee; to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Fox; to Senator SPECTER and his Senate co-
sponsors; and to the entire Massachusetts
delegation for their cosponsorship of this legis-
lation;

To President Clinton, who has indicated his
support for the bill and has always shown
such concern for the safety and well-being of
those whom it will benefit; and

To the men and women of the U.S. mar-
shals service and their colleagues throughout
the law enforcement community, who have
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joined us in working for this legislation and
who continue to exhibit the courage and self-
lessness that Bill Degan so exemplified.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | wish to pay tribute to
Karen Degan, who has shown such dignity
and courage in the face of tragedy and loss,
and has done so much to honor Bill's memory
and enrich his legacy.

| urge support for the bill and yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | withdraw my reservation of
objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-
lows:

S. 2101

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Federal Law
Enforcement Dependents Assistance Act of
1996°".

SEC. 2. EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO DEPEND-
ENTS OF SLAIN FEDERAL LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS.

Part L of title in of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 3796 et seq.) is amended by—

(1) inserting after the heading the follow-
ing: “Subpart 1—Death Benefits”; and

(2) adding at the end the following:
“Subpart 2—Educational Educational Assist-

ance to Dependents of Slain Federal Law
Enforcement Officers Killed or Disabled
in the Line of Duty

“SEC. 1211. PURPOSES.

“The purposes of this subpart are—

““(1) to enhance the appeal of service in ci-
vilian Federal law enforcement agencies;

“(2) to extend the benefits of higher edu-
cation to qualified and deserving persons
who, by virtue of the death of or total dis-
ability of an eligible officer, may not be able
to afford it otherwise; and

“(3) to allow the family members of eligi-
ble officers to attain the vocational and edu-
cational status which they would have at-
tained had a parent or spouse not been killed
or disabled in the line of duty.

“SEC. 1212. BASIC ELIGIBILITY.

‘““‘(a) BENEFITS.—(1) Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall provide financial assistance to a
dependent who attends a program of edu-
cation and is—

“(A) the child of any eligible Federal law
enforcement officer under subpart 1; or

“(B) the spouse of an officer described in
subparagraph (A) at the time of the officer’s
death or on the date of a totally and perma-
nently disabling injury.

“(2) Financial assistance under this sub-
part shall consist of direct payments to an
eligible dependent and shall be computed on
the basis set forth in section 3532 of title 38,
United States Code.

“‘(b) DURATION OF BENEFITS.—NoO dependent
shall receive assistance under this subpart
for a period in excess of forty-five months of
full-time education or training or a propor-
tional period of time for a part-time pro-
gram.

““(c) AGE LIMITATION FOR DEPENDENT CHIL-
DREN.—No dependent child shall be eligible
for assistance under this subpart after the
child’s 27th birthday absent a finding by the
Attorney General of extraordinary cir-
cumstances precluding the child from pursu-
ing a program of education.
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“SEC. 1213. APPLICATIONS; APPROVAL.

‘“(a) APPLICATION.—A person seeking as-
sistance under this subpart shall submit an
application to the Attorney General in such
form and containing such information as the
Attorney General reasonably may require.

“(b) APPROVAL.—The Attorney General
shall approve an application for assistance
under this usbpart unless the Attorney Gen-
eral finds that—

‘(1) the dependent is not eligible for, is no
longer eligible for, or is not entitled to the
assistance for which application is made;

““(2) the dependent’s selected educational
institution fails to meet a requirement under
this subpart for eligibility;

““(3) the dependent’s enrollment in or pur-
suit of the educational program selected
would fail to meet the criteria established in
this subpart for programs; or

‘“(4) the dependent already is qualified by
previous education or training for the edu-
cational, professional, or vocational objec-
tive for which the educational program is of-
fered.

““(c) NoTIFICATION.—The Attorney General
shall notify a dependent applying for assist-
ance nuder this subpart of approval or dis-
approval of the application in writing.

“SEC 1214. REGULATIONS.

The Attorney General may promulgate
reasonable and necessary regulations to im-
plement this subpart.

“SEC. 1215. DISCONTINUATION FOR UNSATISFAC-
TORY CONDUCT OR PROGRESS.

“The Attorney General may discontinue
assistance under this subpart when the At-
torney General finds that, according to the
regularly prescribed standards and practices
of the educational institution, the recipient
fails to maintain satisfactory progress as de-
scribed in section 484(c) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1091(c)).

“SEC. 1216. SPECIAL RULE.

““(a) RETROACTIVE ELIGIBILITY.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, each de-
pendent of a Federal law enforcement officer
killed in the line of duty on or after May 1,
1992, shall be eligible for assistance under
this subpart, subject to the other limitations
of this subpart.

““(b) RETROACTIVE ASSISTANCE.—The Attor-
ney General may provide retroactive assist-
ance to dependents eligible under this sec-
tion for each month in which the dependent
pursued a program of education at an eligi-
ble education institution. The Attorney Gen-
eral shall apply the limitations contained in
this subpart to retroactive assistance.

‘“(c) PROSPECTIVE ASSISTANCE.—The Attor-
ney General may provide prospective assist-
ance to dependents eligible under this sec-
tion on the same basis as assistance to de-
pendents otherwise eligible. In applying the
limitations on assistance under this subpart,
the Attorney General shall include assist-
ance provided retroactively. A dependent eli-
gible under this section may waive retro-
active assistance and apply only for prospec-
tive assistance on the same basis as depend-
ents otherwise eligible.

“SEC. 1217. DEFINITIONS.

““For purposes of this subpart:

“(1) The term ‘Attorney General’ means
the Attorney General of the United States.

““(2) The term ‘Federal law enforcement of-
ficer’ has the same meaning as under subpart
1.

“(3) The term ‘program of education’
means any curriculum or any combination of
unit courses or subjects pursued at an eligi-
ble education institution, which generally is
accepted as necessary to fulfill requirements
for the attainment of a predetermined and
identified educational, professional, or voca-
tional objective. It includes course work for
the attainment of more than one objective if
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in addition to the previous requirements, all
the objectives generally are recognized as
reasonably related to a single career field.

““(4) The term ‘eligible educational institu-
tion’ means an institution which—

““(A) is described in section 481 of the High-
er Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1088), as in
effect on the date of the enactment of this
section; and

““(B) is eligible to participate in programs
under title IV of such Act.

“SEC. 1218. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

“There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out this subpart such sums as may
be necessary.”.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

PAM LYCHNER SEXUAL OFFENDER
TRACKING AND IDENTIFICATION
ACT OF 1996

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of the Sen-
ate bill (S. 1675) to provide for the na-
tionwide tracking of convicted sexual
predators, and for other purposes, and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, reserving the right to object,
I will not object if the gentleman from
Florida will please explain his request.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentlewoman yield?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. | yield
to the gentleman from Florida.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, we
just passed the Sexual Offender Track-
ing and ldentification Act of 1996 as a
suspension a few minutes ago, and the
entire purpose of this request today is
to take up the companion Senate bill,
which is identical to the bill we just
passed by a vote of 423 to 1, and send it
to the President for his consideration.

This allows us to send this bill, the
Senate has already passed an identical
bill, to the President without having to
send it back to the other body. That is
the entire purpose of this exercise.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | thank the gentleman for his
explanation and agree to the urgency
of this legislation and the importance
in protecting our citizens from dev-
astating crime.

Mr. Speaker, | withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-
lows:

S. 1675

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pam
Lychner Sexual Offender Tracking and lden-
tification Act of 1996”.
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